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Caucus seeks to slow musculoskeletal dis-
ease progression, reduce disability, and en-
courage physical activity and daily movement 
in order to improve the health of those cur-
rently disadvantaged as well as the overall 
health of the nation. 

I was introduced to the Movement is Life ini-
tiative by its co-chair Dr. Ibrahim; a Core In-
vestigator with the VA Center for Health Equity 
Research and Promotion, Chief of Medicine at 
the Philadelphia Medical Center, and Pro-
fessor and Vice Chair of Medicine at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Perelman School of 
Medicine. His work on understanding and in-
tervening on racial disparity in access and uti-
lization of joint replacement in the manage-
ment of knee/hip osteoarthritis provides a na-
tional model for advancing health disparities 
research from first-generation studies that de-
tected disparities in care, to second-generation 
studies exploring the reasons for these dis-
parities, to the first-ever third-generation inter-
vention trial to reduce well-documented dis-
parity. 

I commend Dr. Ibrahim and Movement is 
Life on their second annual meeting, and for 
their efforts in creating a dialogue which draws 
attention to these health disparities that con-
tinue to impact our national economy and 
many lives around the country. I strongly en-
courage all to discuss musculoskeletal issues 
with their doctors and to participate in physical 
activity and daily movement in order to limit 
the exasperation of related chronic diseases 
and lead an independent, productive, and 
healthy lifestyle. 
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IN HONOR OF THE NEW YORK CITY 
STREET RENAMING OF EAST 
111TH STREET, BEWEEEN 1ST AV-
ENUE AND FRANKLIN D. ROO-
SEVELT DRIVE AS PHILIP REED 
WAY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 20, 2011 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the New York City street renaming 
of East 111th Street, between 1st Avenue and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt East River Drive after 
my beloved friend, political ally, and the late 
former New York City Council Member Philip 
Reed. Elected in 1997, Phil represented East 
Harlem and Manhattan Valley, and parts of 
the Upper West Side and the South Bronx. He 
left office in 2005, unable to seek re-election 
to a third term because of term limits. He was 
a Democrat, and the first openly gay black 
member of the City Council. Phil passed away 
on November 6, 2008, two days after fulfilling 
his last wish to vote for and witness the elec-
tion of Barack H. Obama as President of the 
United States of America. 

Born on Feb. 21, 1949, Philip Reed, a New 
York native, was the son of a black father and 
a white mother. He and a twin sister, Elinor, 
were raised by their mother and stepfather, 
both white, in an upper-middle-class Manhat-
tan world of civil rights activism, prep schools, 
and Martha’s Vineyard. Phil dropped out of 
Ohio Wesleyan University and received con-
scientious objector status during the Vietnam 
War. 

Philip Reed began his activism, participating 
in the Civil Rights Movement, the Free Speech 

Movement, and the Vietnam War protests, as 
a student and tennis athlete. He took part in 
civil disobedience at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkely Campus in Oakland and was 
arrested. He later became a leader in the Gay 
Rights Movement and was one of the leg-
endary participants of the Stonewall Riots, 
which were a series of spontaneous, violent 
demonstrations against a police raid that took 
place in the early morning hours of June 28, 
1969, at the Stonewall Inn, in the Greenwich 
Village neighborhood of New York City. 

As a local community activist, Phil worked 
with Central Park West North Block Associa-
tion, Community Board 7 and the NYPD to rid 
Central Park North and the surrounding Man-
hattan Valley neighborhood of drugs, crack co-
caine, trafficking and prostitution. He chal-
lenged the Community Board and Borough 
Presidents to bring issues that are more di-
verse to the board, and increase the number 
of minority appointments to the Community 
Board. As a Democratic District Leader, Phil 
helped to make Three Parks Independent 
Democratic Club one of the largest and most 
diverse productive Independent Democratic 
clubs on the upper West Side Manhattan Val-
ley and city of New York. 

As a New York City Councilman, Phil Reed 
is responsible for authoring and passing his-
toric legislation to ban racial and religious 
profiling in New York City, the use of cell 
phones in places of public performances, and 
predatory lending. As Chair of Consumer Af-
fairs, he created identity theft legislation to 
protect all New Yorkers and sought to reform 
and increase vendor licenses for all potential 
entrepreneurs living in the city. As a member 
of the Aging Committee, he directed funding to 
purchase vans, upgrade kitchens and food 
pantries for senior centers and programs. He 
renovated libraries to include air conditioning 
and fought for and secured funding to pre-
serve and expand El Museo Del Barrio, the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Museum 
of the City of New York, which Mayor Giuliani 
tried to relocate to the Tweed Building in lower 
Manhattan. 

He created cultural pathways along the East 
103rd Street Corridor, installed new historic 
street lamps and poles, planted trees and in-
stalled tree guards along the East 116th 
Street, West 106th Street, East 138th Street 
and East 106th Street corridors. He led, man-
aged and funded the Frederick Douglass Me-
morial Circle and West 110th Street Gateway 
Project and directed funding that increased the 
number of police emergency call boxes 
throughout the northern end of Central Park. 
He funded new technology for computers and 
science labs for public schools throughout the 
entire district. 

As Member of the Health Committee he pro-
tected and preserved HIV/AIDS funding from 
cuts and made sure those funds were distrib-
uted to the areas and agencies in the field that 
did the work and outreach. He kept the Health 
Department from closing the 115th Street 
Community Health Office and dental clinic in 
East Harlem. He organized one of the largest 
coalitions to fight against the redevelopment of 
the 100th Street Bus Depot, and even though 
the community lost that fight, he made the 
MTA spend an additional 15 million dollars to 
add a roof and state of the art ventilation sys-
tem to enclose and protect asthmatics from 
diesel fuel exposure. Because of that coali-
tion’s fight, the MTA purchased a record num-

ber of clean air and hybrid buses. He re-es-
tablished and nurtured the East Harlem Asth-
ma Working Group and at the urging of Sen-
ator Hillary Clinton in 2003, the group held 
New York City’s First Annual Asthma March. 
Phil’s annual asthma symposiums were effec-
tive and known throughout the city. 

Phil will be greatly remembered for his work 
to improve, create and refurbish open space 
and directed most of his capital dollar allot-
ments to the restoration and creation of parks 
and playgrounds throughout the Eight Council 
District and beyond, including Hudson River 
Park, Riverside Park Ball Fields and the Fred-
erick Douglass Memorial Circle. Phil funded a 
nature pathway boardwalk and bridge on Ran-
dall’s Island, and today thousands and thou-
sands of public school children from East Har-
lem and beyond are learning hands-on about 
nature and their environment through pro-
gramming through the Randall’s Island Sports 
Foundation. 

Parks funded by Philip Reed: Peoples Park 
and Playground (Mon Haven), Brook Park 
(Mott Haven), Millbrook Playground (Mott 
Haven), Happy Warrior Park and Playground 
(Manhattan Valley), Frederick Douglass Ball 
Field, Playground and Pool (Manhattan Val-
ley), Riverside Ball Fields (Manhattan Valley/ 
Upper West Side), Broadway Malls & Water 
Truck (Manhattan Valley/Upper West Side), 
Booker T. Washington Playground (Manhattan 
Valley), Thomas Jefferson Ball Fields and 
Recreation Center (East Harlem), Robert 
McNair Park and Playground (East Harlem), 
Central Park Zoo & Tiger Bathrooms (Central 
Park), Wagner Houses Playground (East Har-
lem), East 103rd Street Community Garden 
(East Harlem), 97th Street Park Avenue Mall 
(East Harlem), Randall’s Island’s Nature 
Boardwalk and Pedestrian Bridge (Randall’s 
Island/Ward Island). 

Mr. Speaker, please join me, the city of New 
York and a very grateful Nation as we cele-
brate the legacy of a true American hero by 
the street renaming of East 111th Street, be-
tween 1st Avenue and Franklin D. Roosevelt 
East River Drive as ‘‘Philip Reed Way.’’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE 
AND RETIREMENT OF ELIZA-
BETH ‘‘LIZ’’ DECKER 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 20, 2011 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to request the House’s attention 
today to recognize the service of a longtime 
public servant, Mrs. Liz Decker, to Alabama’s 
Third Congressional District. 

Liz will retire on September 30, 2011. After 
working as a packer and fine threads spinner 
at the Blue Mountain Cotton Mill in Anniston, 
Alabama, Liz became the church secretary at 
Gladeview Baptist Church in 1973. In 1977, 
she worked as an assistant to the Calhoun 
County Superintendent of Education and in 
1981 began her Federal service by working for 
former Third District Congressman Bill Nichols 
who served in Congress from 1967 until he 
passed away in 1988. Since then, Liz has 
continued working for the Third Congressional 
District for three more Representatives, includ-
ing Congressman Glen Browder, Congress-
man Bob Riley and now in my office. In addi-
tion, Liz also was elected to the Board of the 
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